
   
National Interagency Coordination Center 

Incident Management Situation Report 
Tuesday, June 16, 2020 – 0730 MT 

National Preparedness Level 3 
 
 
National Fire Activity: 
Initial attack activity:    Light (165 new fires) 
New large incidents:   4 
Large fires contained:   11 
Uncontained large fires:***   26 
Area Command teams committed:   0 
NIMOs committed:   1 
Type 1 IMTs committed:   1 
Type 2 IMTs committed:   5 

 
Nationally, there are 17 large fires being managed under a strategy other than full suppression.  
*** Uncontained large fires include only fires being managed under a full suppression strategy. 
 
Link to Geographic Area daily reports.  
 
Link to Understanding the IMSR. 
 
NIMO (Houseman) has been assigned to COVID-19 support at Forest Service headquarters in Washington 
D.C. 
 

Active Incident Resource Summary 

GACC Incidents 
Cumulative 

Acres 
Crews Engines Helicopters 

Total 
Personnel 

AICC 8 12,267 17 11 2 556 

NWCC 0 0 0 0 0 0 

ONCC 1 6,879 0 4 0 12 

OSCC 5 5,412 12 42 7 407 

NRCC 2 2,350 4 11 1 163 

GBCC 5 4,288 2 12 1 129 

SWCC 12 211,829 43 72 14 1,795 

RMCC 8 11,268 9 34 5 350 

EACC 0 0 0 0 0 0 

SACC 9 26,110 0 89 0 263 

Total 50 280,404 87 275 30 3,675 

 
 
 
 
 
 



   
Southwest Area (PL 4) 
New fires: 9 
New large incidents: 0 
Uncontained large fires: 8 
Type 1 IMTs committed: 1 
Type 2 IMTs committed 3 

 
Bush, Tonto NF, USFS. IMT 2 (SW Team 5). Thirty-eight miles northeast of Mesa, AZ. Brush and tall grass. 
Extreme fire behavior with wind-driven runs, flanking and torching. Numerous structures threatened. 
Evacuations, road, trail and area closures in effect.   
 
Mangum, Kaibab NF, USFS. IMT 2 (SW Team 3). Twenty-four miles southeast of Fredonia, AZ. Timber, brush 
and short grass. Extreme fire behavior with short crown runs, torching and long-range spotting. Numerous 
structures and energy infrastructure threatened. Evacuations, road, trail and area closures in effect.   
 
Bighorn, Coronado NF, USFS. IMT 1 (SW Team 2). Five miles northeast of Tucson, AZ. Brush, tall grass and 
hardwood slash. Active fire behavior with group torching, uphill runs and flanking. Numerous structures and 
energy infrastructure threatened. Evacuations, trail and area closures in effect.  
 
Tadpole, Gila NF, USFS. Twelve miles north of Silver City, NM. Timber, brush and chaparral. Minimal fire 
behavior with creeping, smoldering and isolated torching. Structures threatened. Road, trail and area closures 
in effect.   
 
Bringham, Apache-Sitgreaves NF, USFS. IMT 2 (SW Team 4). Twenty-five miles north of Morenci, AZ. Brush 
and timber litter. Active fire behavior with uphill runs, backing and creeping. Structures threatened. Road, trail 
and area closures in effect.      
 
Blue River, San Carlos Agency, BIA. Eight miles northeast of San Carlos, AZ. Brush and tall grass. Minimal 
fire behavior with creeping and smoldering. 
 
Dry Lake, San Carlos Agency, BIA. Thirty-four miles east of San Carlos, AZ. Brush, tall grass and timber. 
Minimal fire behavior with creeping and smoldering.  
 
Good, Gila NF, USFS. Twenty-nine miles north of Silver City, NM. Timber, brush and tall grass. Minimal fire 
behavior with backing and smoldering.   
 

Incident Name Unit 
Size 

% 
Ctn/ 

Comp 
Est 

Personnel Resources Strc 
Lost 

$$ 
CTD 

Origin 
Own Acres Chge Total Chge Crw Eng Heli 

Bush AZ-TNF 48,000 46,800 0 Ctn 6/30 439 131 10 27 4 0 1.4M FS 

Mangum AZ-KNF 29,508 5,508 3 Ctn 7/24 508 72 10 19 3 4 2.9M FS 

Bighorn AZ-CNF 14,686 1,486 30 Ctn 7/4 729 96 15 53 6 0 9M FS 

Tadpole NM-GNF 6,700 100 25 Ctn 7/18 190 9 7 7 2 0 1.4M FS 

Bringham AZ-ASF 13,593 0 5 Ctn 7/31 327 54 7 5 3 1 975K FS 

Blue River AZ-SCA 30,398 0 85 Ctn 6/29 136 -11 2 6 2 0 2.8M BIA 

Dry Lake AZ-SCA 4,369 0 90 Ctn 6/23 67 0 2 2 0 0 580K BIA 

Good NM-GNF 8,370 0 25 Ctn 7/15 41 -43 2 0 0 0 1.2M FS 

Farm Camp NM-N4S 22,872 5,872 100 Ctn --- 3 -33 0 1 0 0 200K ST 

Emigrant AZ-CNF 4,756 0 100 Ctn --- 0 -10 0 0 0 0 800K FS 

 
 
 
 



   
 

Incident Name Unit 
Size 

% 
Ctn/ 

Comp 
Est 

Personnel Resources Strc 
Lost 

$$ 
CTD 

Origin 
Own Acres Chge Total Chge Crw Eng Heli 

Large Fires Being Managed With a Strategy Other Than Full Suppression Without a Type 1 or 2 IMT Assigned 

Uvas NM-LCD 1,135 0 100 Comp --- 7 0 0 2 0 0 125K BLM 

N4S – Las Vegas District, New Mexico State Forestry Division       LCD – Las Cruces Field Office, BLM 

 
 
Alaska Area (PL 3) 
New fires: 16 
New large incidents: 0 
Uncontained large fires: 1 
Type 2 IMTs committed: 1 

 
Isom Creek, Upper Yukon Zone, BLM. IMT 2 (AK Black Team). Started on state land 17 miles southwest of 
Stevens Village, AK. Timber and tall grass. Moderate fire behavior with creeping and smoldering. Structures 
threatened. Area closures in effect. Precipitation occurred over the fire area yesterday.      
 

Incident Name Unit 
Size 

% 
Ctn/ 

Comp 
Est 

Personnel Resources Strc 
Lost 

$$ 
CTD 

Origin 
Own Acres Chge Total Chge Crw Eng Heli 

Isom Creek AK-UYD 12,024 0 44 Ctn 7/11 356 20 9 11 2 0 5.7M ST 

Large Fires Being Managed With a Strategy Other Than Full Suppression Without a Type 1 or 2 IMT Assigned 

Clear Creek AK-MID 1,285 --- 0 Comp 6/30 0 --- 0 0 0 0 10K BLM 

Ingakslugwat 
Hills  

AK-SWS 14,369 --- 0 Comp 8/1 0 --- 0 0 0 0 41K FWS 

Manokinak 
River 

AK-SWS 11,897 --- 0 Comp 8/1 0 --- 0 0 0 0 17K ST 

Kochilagok Hill AK-SWS 8,567 --- 0 Comp 8/1 0 --- 0 0 0 0 1K ST 

Izaviknek River AK-SWS 3,525 --- 0 Comp 8/1 0 --- 0 0 0 0 4K ST 

Big Waldren 
Fork 

AK-SWS 169 --- 0 Comp 8/1 0 --- 0 0 0 0 1K ST 

Iwaktok Hill AK-SWS 13,030 --- 0 Comp 8/31 0 --- 0 0 0 0 1K FWS 

Billy Hawk 
Creek 

AK-GAD 2,325 --- 0 Comp 9/15 0 --- 0 0 0 0 NR FWS 

Nimiuktuk River AK-GAD 1,643 --- 0 Comp 9/15 0 --- 0 0 0 0 NR BLM 

Tumit Creek AK-GAD 1,147 --- 0 Comp 9/15 0 --- 0 0 0 0 5K BLM 

Imikneyak 
Creek 

AK-GAD 1,043 --- 0 Comp 9/15 0 --- 0 0 0 0 5K BLM 

Wapoo Creek 2 AK-GAD 900 --- 0 Comp 9/15 0 --- 0 0 0 0 NR ST 

Wapoo Creek AK-GAD 600 --- 0 Comp 9/15 0 --- 0 0 0 0 10K ST 

Nageethluk 
River 

AK-GAD 508 --- 1 Comp 9/15 0 --- 0 0 0 0 NR FWS 

Red Dog AK-GAD 432 --- 0 Comp 9/15 0 --- 0 0 0 0 NR BLM 

Kuyak Creek AK-GAD 427 --- 0 Comp 9/15 0 --- 0 0 0 0 NR BLM 

MID – Military Zone, BLM       SWS – Southwest Area, Alaska DOF     GAD – Galena Zone, BLM     

 
 
 
 
 



   
 
Rocky Mountain Area (PL 2) 
New fires: 13 
New large incidents: 1 
Uncontained large fires: 3 
Type 2 IMTs committed: 1 

 
East Canyon, Tres Rios Field Office, BLM. IMT 2 (RM Team Blue) mobilizing. Eighteen miles southeast of 
Cortez, CO. Timber, grass and understory. Extreme fire behavior with creeping, smoldering and short-range 
spotting. Structures and energy infrastructure threatened. Evacuations and road closures in effect.    
 
Lost Creek, Shoshone NF, USFS. Thirty miles west of Cody, WY. Timber grass and understory. Minimal fire 
behavior. Numerous residences threatened.  
 
Reno, Johnson County. Seventeen miles northeast of Kaycee, WY. Brush and short grass. Minimal fire 
behavior with smoldering. Structures and sage-grouse habitat threatened. Road, trail and area closures in 
effect.   
 

Incident Name Unit 
Size 

% 
Ctn/ 

Comp 
Est 

Personnel Resources Strc 
Lost 

$$ 
CTD 

Origin 
Own Acres Chge Total Chge Crw Eng Heli 

East Canyon CO-SJD 895 0 0 Ctn 6/26 96 23 2 9 0 0 500K BLM 

Lost Creek WY-SHF 591 0 0 Ctn 6/27 142 28 5 11 4 0 150K FS 

Reno WY-JOX 6,500 0 80 Ctn 6/21 40 8 0 12 0 0 400K CNTY 

* IA 215 CO-WEX 325 --- 100 Ctn --- 0 --- 0 0 0 0 1K CNTY 

Large Fires Being Managed With a Strategy Other Than Full Suppression Without a Type 1 or 2 IMT Assigned 

Deer Canyon CO-LSX 3,872 --- 30 Comp 6/17 0 --- 0 0 0 0 95K CNTY 

WEX – Weld County       LSX – Las Animas County      
 
 
Southern California Area (PL 2) 
New fires: 36  
New large incidents: 1 

 

Uncontained large fires: 3 
 

 
* Avila, San Luis Obispo Unit, Cal Fire. Two miles east of Avila Beach, CA. Brush and tall grass. Active fire 
behavior with short-range spotting, wind-driven runs and uphill runs. Numerous structures and energy 
infrastructure threatened. Evacuations, road, trail and area closures in effect.  
 
Drum, Santa Barbara County FD. Five miles west of Buellton, CA. Brush and tall grass. Minimal fire behavior 
with smoldering.    
 
Lime, Ventura County FD.  Nine miles northeast of Fillmore, CA. Brush and tall grass. Minimal fire behavior. 
Structures threatened.  
 

Incident Name Unit 
Size 

% 
Ctn/ 

Comp 
Est 

Personnel Resources Strc 
Lost 

$$ 
CTD 

Origin 
Own Acres Chge Total Chge Crw Eng Heli 

* Avila CA-SLU 400 --- 10 Ctn 6/19 191 --- 6 28 4 0 750K ST 

Drum CA-SBC 600 0 60 Ctn 6/17 119 -73 4 8 0 0 150K CNTY 

Lime CA-VNC 802 0 95 Ctn 6/16 3 -228 0 1 0 0 3.5M CNTY 

Hog CA-SNF 533 0 100 Ctn --- 53 -67 2 2 0 0 250K FS 

SNF – Sierra NF         



   
 
Southern Area (PL 1) 
New fires: 23 
New large incidents: 1 
Uncontained large fires: 7 

  
* Reno Rd, Oklahoma DOF. Five miles east of Hinton, OK. Timber, brush and tall grass. Extreme fire behavior 
with group torching, wind-driven runs and flanking. Residences threatened.  
 
McDaniel, Texas A&M Forest Service. Started on private land 33 miles northwest of San Angelo, TX. Brush 
and tall grass. Active fire behavior with short crown runs and group torching. Structures threatened.   
 
Arroyo Grande, Texas A&M Forest Service. Started on private land 60 miles southwest of San Angelo, TX. 
Brush and tall grass. Minimal fire behavior with smoldering.    
 
Yolo Ranch, Oklahoma DOF. Eight miles southeast of Cleo Springs, OK. Tall grass and timber understory. 
Minimal fire behavior with smoldering.  
 
Wehmeyer, Texas A&M Forest Service. Started on private land 12 miles northeast of Ballinger, TX. Brush and 
tall grass. Minimal fire behavior.   
 
Jefferey Ranch, Oklahoma DOF. Three miles southwest of Vici, OK. Short grass, brush and timber. Minimal 
fire behavior with smoldering.   
 
Ames, Oklahoma DOF. Two miles northwest of Ames, OK. Tall grass and timber understory. Minimal fire 
behavior with smoldering. 
 

Incident Name Unit 
Size 

% 
Ctn/ 

Comp 
Est 

Personnel Resources Strc 
Lost 

$$ 
CTD 

Origin 
Own Acres Chge Total Chge Crw Eng Heli 

* Reno Rd OK-OKS 1,000 --- 5 Ctn 6/19 94 --- 0 30 0 0 76K ST 

McDaniel TX-TXS 3,600 600 50 Ctn 6/20 38 26 0 4 0 2 NR PRI 

Arroyo Grande TX-TXS 6,006 706 90 Ctn 6/17 16 -51 0 1 0 0 NR PRI 

Yolo Ranch OK-OKS 6,042 0 80 Ctn 6/17 9 -5 0 5 0 0 151K ST 

Wehmeyer TX-TXS 1,001 601 95 Ctn 6/16 0 -8 0 0 0 0 NR PRI 

Jeffery Ranch OK-OKS 463 0 50 Ctn 6/17 11 -8 0 6 0 0 58K ST 

Ames OK-OKS 388 0 90 Ctn 6/16 2 -4 0 2 0 0 116K ST 

Blue West 2 TX-TXS 1,200 0 100 Ctn --- 0 0 0 0 0 0 NR PRI 

Skull TX-TXS 582 0 100 Ctn --- 0 -8 0 0 0 0 NR PRI 

180 & Kiowa Rd OK-OKS 550 0 100 Ctn --- 2 -2 0 1 0 0 32K ST 

Sheep OK-OKS 319 0 100 Ctn --- 1 -4 0 2 0 0 23K ST 

Large Fires Being Managed With a Strategy Other Than Full Suppression Without a Type 1 or 2 IMT Assigned 

West County 
Line 

OK-ANA 340 0 100 Comp --- 0 -2 0 0 0 0 25K BIA 

ANA – Anadarko Agency, BIA 

 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 
Northern Rockies Area (PL 1) 
New fires: 21 
New large incidents: 1 
Uncontained large fires: 2 

 
* Fire Gulch, Powder River County. Started on private land 16 miles southwest of Ashland, MT. Timber, brush 
and tall grass. Active fire behavior with running, group torching and spotting. Structures and sage-grouse 
habitat threatened.  
 
Lump Gulch, Central Land Office, Montana DNRC. Started on USFS land five miles south of Helena, MT. 
Timber litter and understory. Minimal fire behavior with smoldering and creeping. Residences threatened. 
Reduction in acreage due to more accurate mapping.  
 

Incident Name Unit 
Size 

% 
Ctn/ 

Comp 
Est 

Personnel Resources Strc 
Lost 

$$ 
CTD 

Origin 
Own Acres Chge Total Chge Crw Eng Heli 

* Fire Gulch MT-LG09 1,250 --- 30 Ctn 6/19 28 --- 0 7 1 0 35K PRI 

Lump Gulch MT-CES 1,100 -400 25 Ctn 6/21 135 -17 4 4 0 0 350K FS 

 
 
Great Basin Area (PL 1) 
New fires: 10 
New large incidents: 0 
Uncontained large fires: 1 

 
Big Springs, Northwest Area, Utah DOF. Fifteen miles west of Grantsville, UT. Brush and short grass. 
Moderate fire behavior. Energy infrastructure threatened.  
 

Incident Name Unit 
Size 

% 
Ctn/ 

Comp 
Est 

Personnel Resources Strc 
Lost 

$$ 
CTD 

Origin 
Own Acres Chge Total Chge Crw Eng Heli 

Big Springs UT-NWS 2917 717 68 Ctn 6/16 76 -55 2 5 0 11 250K ST 

North Delle UT-SLD 272 -228 100 Ctn -- 13 -43 0 1 1 0 140K BLM 

SLD – Salt Lake Field Office, BLM 

 
Northern California Area (PL 1) 
New fires: 19 
New large incidents: 0 
Uncontained large fires: 1 

 
Grant, Amador-El Dorado Unit, Cal Fire. Four miles north of Rancho Murieta, CA. Tall grass. Minimal fire 
behavior.  
 

Incident Name Unit 
Size 

% 
Ctn/ 

Comp 
Est 

Personnel Resources Strc 
Lost 

$$ 
CTD 

Origin 
Own Acres Chge Total Chge Crw Eng Heli 

Grant CA-AEU 5,042 0 92 Ctn 6/17 12 -28 0 4 0 0 387K ST 

 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

Fires and Acres Yesterday (by Protection): 

Area  BIA BLM FWS NPS ST/OT USFS TOTAL 

Alaska Area 
FIRES 0 15 0 0 1 0 16 

ACRES 0 1,878 0 0 17,417 0 19,295 

Northwest Area 
FIRES 0 2 0 0 0 10 12 

ACRES 0 1 0 0 0 8 9 

Northern California Area 
FIRES 0 0 0 0 17 2 19 

ACRES 0 0 0 0 5 0 5 

Southern California Area 
FIRES 1 2 0 0 26 7 36 

ACRES 0 0 0 0 49 31 80 

Northern Rockies Area 
FIRES 17 0 0 0 1 3 21 

ACRES 13 5 0 0 797 0 816 

Great Basin Area 
FIRES 0 2 0 0 7 1 10 

ACRES 0 5 0 0 101 0 106 

Southwest Area 
FIRES 2 2 0 0 1 4 9 

ACRES 1 0 0 0 1 13 15 

Rocky Mountain Area 
FIRES 2 1 0 0 7 3 13 

ACRES 1 5 0 0 214 5 225 

Eastern Area 
FIRES 0 0 0 0 6 0 6 

ACRES 0 0 0 0 6 0 6 

Southern Area 
FIRES 1 0 0 0 22 0 23 

ACRES 2 0 0 0 206 0 209 

TOTAL FIRES:  23 24 0 0 88 30 165 

TOTAL ACRES:  18 1,894 0 0 18,798 57 20,769 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

 
Fires and Acres Year-to-Date (by Protection): 

Area  BIA BLM FWS NPS ST/OT USFS TOTAL 

Alaska Area 
FIRES 0 103 0 0 124 12 239 

ACRES 0 35,111 0 0 82,745 25 117,881 

Northwest Area 
FIRES 60 49 12 0 363 114 598 

ACRES 576 2,438 1,721 0 540 166 5,443 

Northern California Area 
FIRES 2 8 1 0 1,034 115 1,160 

ACRES 1 93 0 0 9,934 438 10,466 

Southern California Area 
FIRES 5 47 1 3 1,445 192 1,693 

ACRES 7 161 0 3 9,575 876 10,623 

Northern Rockies Area 
FIRES 449 5 3 0 237 82 776 

ACRES 3,066 14 763 0 11,997 355 16,196 

Great Basin Area 
FIRES 15 235 13 17 331 69 680 

ACRES 40 68,013 1 42 17,467 958 86,522 

Southwest Area 
FIRES 405 115 6 9 279 532 1,346 

ACRES 36,016 8,921 24 65 18,414 92,050 155,491 

Rocky Mountain Area 
FIRES 230 73 5 2 308 159 777 

ACRES 1,157 2,433 362 0 57,256 1,544 62,753 

Eastern Area 
FIRES 313 0 33 8 5,277 302 5,933 

ACRES 291 0 3,278 52 19,846 1,527 24,994 

Southern Area 
FIRES 203 86 17 29 7,651 271 8,257 

ACRES 18,149 404 3,211 31,640 199,924 22,494 275,823 

TOTAL FIRES:  1,682 721 91 68 17,049 1,848 21,459 

TOTAL ACRES:  59,305 117,590 9,360 31,802 427,700 120,437 766,195 

 
 
 
 
 
 
***Changes in some agency YTD acres reflect more accurate mapping or reporting adjustments. 
***Additional wildfire information is available through the Geographic Areas at https://gacc.nifc.gov/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ten Year Average Fires (2010 – 2019 as of today) 24,462 
Ten Year Average Acres (2010 – 2019 as of today) 1,523,087 



   

 
Prescribed Fires and Acres Yesterday (by Ownership): 

Area  BIA BLM FWS NPS ST/OT USFS TOTAL 

Alaska Area 
FIRES 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

ACRES 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Northwest Area 
FIRES 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

ACRES 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Northern California Area 
FIRES 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

ACRES 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Southern California Area 
FIRES 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

ACRES 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Northern Rockies Area 
FIRES 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

ACRES 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Great Basin Area 
FIRES 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

ACRES 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Southwest Area 
FIRES 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

ACRES 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Rocky Mountain Area 
FIRES 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

ACRES 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Eastern Area 
FIRES 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

ACRES 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Southern Area 
FIRES 0 0 0 0 11 7 18 

ACRES 0 0 0 0 161 3,757 3,918 

TOTAL FIRES:  0 0 0 0 11 7 18 

TOTAL ACRES:  0 0 0 0 161 3,757 3,918 

***Prescribed fire acres are for reference only and may not reflect the most up-to-date information. 
***Official prescribed fire accomplishment reporting occurs through agency specific systems of record. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

Canadian Fires and Hectares 
 

PROVINCES 
FIRES 

YESTERDAY 
HECTARES 

YESTERDAY 
FIRES           

YEAR-TO-DATE 

HECTARES 
YEAR-TO-

DATE 
BRITISH COLUMBIA 1 0 168 661 

YUKON TERRITORY 1 6,410 11 9,057 

ALBERTA 0 4 316 753,289 
NORTHWEST 
TERRITORY 

0 0 5 14 

SASKATCHEWAN 1 293 64 42,075 

MANITOBA 1 132 63 45,120 

ONTARIO 4 1 128 343 

QUEBEC 1 0 389 572 

NEWFOUNDLAND 0 0 30 46 

NEW BRUNSWICK 3 0 255 1,111 

NOVA SCOTIA 0 0 95 641 
PRINCE EDWARD 
ISLAND 

0 0 7 7 

NATIONAL PARKS 0 0 16 3 

TOTALS 12 6,840 1,547 852,938 
                   *1 Hectare = 2.47 Acres 
 
 
Predictive Services Discussion:  The low pressure area coming into the Pacific Northwest will strengthen as 
it moves east toward the Northern Rockies. Widespread showers and storms are expected across both 
regions. Critical fire weather conditions are expected south of the moisture field across the Central Great Basin 
as gusty westerly winds interact with low humidity levels. The critical, breezy conditions will extend south into 
central Arizona. Isolated convection will be possible along the Rocky Mountain Front in Colorado and New 
Mexico. Some storms could be dry. In the East, a strong and large low pressure area will keep much of the 
region cool and moist from Maryland south to Florida. In Alaska, widely scattered storms will be possible west 
of Fairbanks while scattered showers will be possible elsewhere. 
 

http://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/outlooks.htm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



   

 

 

Hazard Tree ‐ Risk Management 
Felling Safety Category 

Consider the severity, probability, and exposure of hazard tree problems continually as you perform duties 
in forested communities.  Remember to look for hazard tree risks at staging areas, parking areas, and camping 
areas.

 Environmental Element: 
 Existing winds and forecast. 
 Night operations or low visibility situations limiting your view of surroundings. 
 Steep slopes. 
 Diseased or bug-kill areas with high densities of dead or dying trees. 
 Number, density, and height of hazard trees.  
 Amount of time the area has been burning – burn down time. 
 Potential for domino effect to surrounding trees.  

 
 Hazard Tree Indicators: 

 Trees burning for any period of time. 
 High-risk tree species (rot and shallow roots). 
 Numerous downed trees in the area. 
 Dead, broken, or burning tops and limbs overhead. 
 Accumulation of downed limbs. 
 Fungus or growth of decay species on the tree. 
 Cavities or evidence of woodpecker damage. 
 Forked tops, multiple tops, and/or uneven branch distribution. 
 Absence of needles, bark, or limbs. 
 Leaning or hung-up. 

 
 Hazard Control: 
 Eliminate the hazards with qualified sawyers, blasters/explosives, or heavy equipment. 
 Avoid hazards by designating “No Work Zones” (NWZ) – (flag, sign, and map).  
 Modify suppression tactics or fireline location to avoid extreme/high risk rated area.  
 Post lookouts to help maintain a secure area.  
 Fireproof potential hazard trees to prevent ignition. 
 Initiate road/traffic control and area closure.  
 Keep clear of bucket drops near trees/snags.  
 Establish trigger points for reposition to secure areas in response to high winds.    
 Minimize exposure time in hazard tree areas using efficient felling techniques and limiting 

numbers of personnel in hazardous areas. 
Resources:  Hazard Tree Resources, Incident Response Pocket Guide, PMS 461, Interagency Standards for Fire & Fire Aviation Operations (Red 
Book), Wildland Fire Incident Management Field Guide, PMS 210 

 

Have an idea? Have feedback? Share it. 
EMAIL | Facebook | MAIL: 6 Minutes for Safety Subcommittee • 3833 S. Development Ave • Boise, ID 83705 | FAX: 208‐387‐5250 


