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INCIDENT MANAGEMENT SITUATION REPORT 
SATURDAY, JUNE 1, 2002- 0800 MDT  
NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS LEVEL 2 

 
        
 

CURRENT SITUATION: 
 
Initial attack activity was moderate in Rocky Mountain Area and light elsewhere.  Eleven new large 
fires were reported, five in Rocky Mountain Area, three in Eastern Area, and one each in Southern 
California,  Eastern Great Basin and Southern areas.  Three large fires were contained, one each 
in Southwest, Northern Rockies and Southern areas.  Very high to extreme fire indices were 
reported in Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Kansas, Minnesota, Nevada, New Mexico, 
Oklahoma, Texas, Utah and Wisconsin. 
 
 

SOUTHWEST AREA LARGE FIRES:  
 
BULLOCK, Coronado National Forest.  A Type 1 Incident Management Team (Humphrey) is 
assigned.  This fire is 15 miles northeast of Tucson, AZ and is burning in grass, oak woodland and 
chaparral.  Moderate fire behavior was observed.  Burn out operations are under way along Mount 
Lemmon Highway and crews are patrolling, holding and mopping up existing fireline. 
 
BORREGO, Santa Fe National Forest.  A transfer of command from Bateman’s Type 1 Incident 
Management Team to Garcia’s Type 2 Incident Management Team will occur today.  The fire is 
burning in pinyon pine, juniper and mixed conifer forest two miles southeast of Cordova, NM.  
Isolated torching of interior islands was observed.  Crews are improving fireline, mopping up and 
rehabilitating fireline.  
 

INCIDENT NAME ST UNIT SIZE 
% 

CTN 
 EST  
CTN 

TOTL 
PERS CRW ENG  HELI 

STRC
LOST

$$$ 
CTD 

BULLOCK AZ CNF 23,300 60 UNK 1,158 38 65 10 0 9.4M

BORREGO NM SNF 12,850 90 6/2 519 15 9 8 1 5.7M

WITCH AZ A3S 1,600 100 — 116 3 3 0 0 50K
A3S = Arizona State Land Department, Tucson District 
 
 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN AREA LARGE FIRES:  
 

LINCOLN COUNTY COMPLEX, Pueblo Dispatch Center Counties.  This complex is comprised of 
numerous fires within Lincoln County, CO.  Extreme fire behavior driven by gusty winds in grass, 
sagebrush and pinyon pine was observed.  Aerial resources assisted with structure protection in 
urban interface settings.  Ten residences are threatened; two residences and 15 outbuildings were 
lost.  
 
PUEBLO/LAS ANIMAS COUNTY COMPLEX, Pueblo Dispatch Center Counties.  This complex is 
comprised of numerous fires all within Las Animas and Pueblo counties, CO.  Extreme fire 
behavior in grass, sagebrush and pinyon pine was observed.  Personnel are wet lining the fire, 



constructing fireline and mopping up.  One residence and three outbuildings were lost, and sixty 
structures are threatened.    
EL PASO COUNTY COMPLEX, Pueblo Dispatch Center Counties.  This complex is comprised of 
numerous fires burning in grass, sage and pinyon pine all within El Paso County, CO.  Extreme fire 
behavior, high temperatures and gusty winds are hampering containment efforts.  Engines are 
mopping up and patrolling for new fires.  Numerous outbuildings are threatened and four 
outbuildings were lost.  
 
CHEYENNE COUNTY COMPLEX, Pueblo Dispatch Center Counties.  This complex is comprised 
of 12 fires, all within Cheyenne County, CO.  Extreme fire behavior in grass and brush was 
observed. High temperatures, gusty winds and lightning are impeding containment efforts. 
Livestock, numerous residences and outbuildings are threatened; structure protection is in place.  
     
KIT CARSON COUNTY COMPLEX, Pueblo Dispatch Center Counties.  This complex is comprised 
of numerous fires all within Kit Carson County, CO.  Gusty downdrafts and drought conditions are 

hampering containment efforts.  Structure protection is in place for the five residences and 
associated outbuildings that are threatened.        

INCIDENT NAME ST UNIT SIZE 
% 

CTN 
 EST  
CTN 

TOTL 
PERS CRW ENG  HELI 

STRC
LOST

$$$ 
CTD 

LINCOLN COUNTY 
COMPLEX CO PBX 4,800 30 UNK NR 0 24 0 17 NR

PUEBLO/LAS-ANIMAS CO PBX 10,500 50 UNK NR 0 50 0 4 NR

EL PASO COUNTY 
COMPLEX CO PBX 6,000 50 UNK NR 0 32 0 4 NR

CHEYENNE COUNTY 
COMPLEX CO PBX 1,000 UNK UNK NR 0 20 0 0 NR

KIT CARSON  CO PBX 600 40 UNK NR 0 15 0 0 NR
 
 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AREA LARGE FIRES:  
 

ARROWHEAD, San Bernardino National Forest.  A Type 2 Incident Management Team (Conrad) 
is assigned.  This fire is one mile north of San Bernardino, CA.  Extreme fire behavior in chamise 
and timber was observed.  Several significant archeological resources are threatened and five 
commercial structures were lost.  Highway 18 is closed to traffic. 

 

INCIDENT NAME ST UNIT SIZE 
% 

CTN 
 EST  
CTN 

TOTL 
PERS CRW ENG  HELI 

STRC
LOST

$$$ 
CTD 

ARROWHEAD CA BDF 2,500 5 6/7 872 21 78 9 5 NR
 
 

EASTERN AREA LARGE FIRES:  
 

BY PASS, Minnesota State Forestry.  A Type 2 Incident Management Team (Hoff) has been 
ordered.  This fire is three miles south of Baxter, MN.  Extreme fire behavior was observed in jack 
pine and grass.  The fire is burning east toward Highway 25 and has jumped Highway 371, which 
has been closed.  Strong winds, low relative humidity and high temperatures are hampering 
containment efforts.  Numerous subdivisions and rural residences have been evacuated.  Four 
residences and associated outbuildings were lost.      
 



     
BALSAM, Superior National Forest.  This fire is ten miles north of Finland, MN.  No further 
information was reported.   
 
DR. B, Minnesota State Forestry.  This fire is burning one-half mile west of Nickerson, MN in mixed 
hardwood and conifer forest.  Crowning and individual torching were observed.  Personnel are 
holding the fire on the west side of Highway 23 and several spot fires were successfully 
suppressed.   

 

INCIDENT NAME ST UNIT SIZE 
% 

CTN 
 EST  
CTN 

TOTL 
PERS CRW ENG  HELI 

STRC
LOST

$$$ 
CTD 

BY PASS MN MNS 1,000 0 UNK 44 0 6 4 4 NR

BALSAM MN SUF 245 10 6/1 NR 0 2 1 0 NR

DR. B  MN MNS 100 20 UNK 44 0 11 3 0 60K
 
 

ALASKA AREA LARGE FIRES: 
 

VINASALE, Alaska State Division of Forestry.  A Type 2 Incident Management Team (Ketcher) is 
assigned.  Burning in black spruce, taiga and hardwoods, this fire is 15 miles south of McGrath, 
AK.  Extreme fire behavior driven by strong winds and spotting up to one-half mile ahead of the 
front were observed.  The fire was active along the entire perimeter and is burning toward the 
Kuskokwim River. Crews are protecting structures east of McGrath along Noir Hill Road and have 
successfully completed a burn out on the northwest flank.  The west flank is threatening McGrath, 
and a protection and evacuation plan has been completed. 
 
WEST FORK CHENA, Alaska State Division of Forestry.  A Type 2 Incident Management Team 
(Jandt) is assigned.  This fire is 50 miles east of Fairbanks, AK.  Very active fire behavior in black 
spruce stands, torching and spotting were observed.  Aerial resources supported crews with fireline 
construction.  Chena Hot Springs Road is closed at Granite Tors.  Several residences, commercial 
properties and recreational cabins are threatened.     
 

MP 78 ELLIOTT HIGHWAY, Bureau of Land Management, Tanana Zone.  A Type 2 Incident 
Management Team (Johnson) is assigned.  This fire is burning seven miles southwest of 

Livengood, AK in black spruce, hardwoods, brush and litter.  Running, crowning and torching were 
observed.  Air tankers successfully held the west flank when it bumped Elliott Highway between 

mileposts 73 and 90, and the highway has been reopened.  Cabin protection is in place. 

INCIDENT NAME ST UNIT SIZE 
% 

CTN 
 EST  
CTN 

TOTL 
PERS CRW ENG  HELI 

STRC
LOST

$$$ 
CTD 

VINASALE AK AKS 49,600 0 UNK 154 8 0 2 0 NR

WEST FORK CHENA AK AKS 20,011 5 UNK 346 12 6 3 4 1.2M

MP 78 ELLIOTT HIGHWAY AK TAD 91,000 20 UNK 147 10 6 3 0 777K
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOUTHERN AREA LARGE FIRES: 



 
BLACKJACK BAY COMPLEX, Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge.  A Unified Command 
between an interagency Fire Use Management Team (Cook), the Georgia Forestry Commission 
and the Florida Division of Forestry is in place.  This lightning-caused complex, consisting of the 
Blackjack 02, Bay Creek and Number One Island fires, is ten miles northeast of Fargo, GA.  Very 
active fire behavior in brush was observed along the southeast flank.  Tractor plows are disking a 
fire break along the southern perimeter of the fire.  Personnel are monitoring fire activity, weather, 
and fuel conditions.   
 
CHALK CANYON, Texas State Forest Service.  This fire, burning in grass and juniper, is ten miles 
southwest of Marathon, TX.  No further information was reported.    

 

INCIDENT NAME ST UNIT SIZE 
% 

CTN 
 EST  
CTN 

TOTL 
PERS CRW ENG  HELI 

STRC
LOST

$$$ 
CTD 

BLACKJACK BAY 
COMPLEX GA OKR 116,873 3 UNK 179 0 17 5 0 3.3M

CHALK CANYON TX TXS 175 10 6/1 12 0 2 0 0 NR

BULLFROG CREEK FL FLS 150 100 — 15 0 0 0 0 NR
FLS = Florida Division of Forestry  

 
 

EASTERN GREAT BASIN AREA LARGE FIRES:  
 

SANFORD, Dixie National Forest.  This fire, burning in mixed conifer and aspen, is 20 miles east of 
Panguitch, UT.  Very active fire behavior was observed due to record temperatures and low 
relative humidity.   

 

INCIDENT NAME ST UNIT SIZE 
% 

CTN 
 EST  
CTN 

TOTL 
PERS CRW ENG  HELI 

STRC
LOST

$$$ 
CTD 

SANFORD UT DIF 250 0 6/6 24 1 3 1 0 15K
 
 

NORTHERN ROCKIES AREA LARGE FIRES: 
 

INCIDENT NAME ST UNIT SIZE 
% 

CTN 
 EST  
CTN 

TOTL 
PERS CRW ENG  HELI 

STRC
LOST

$$$ 
CTD 

BULL CREEK MT MCD 100 100 --- 31 1 1 1 0 NR
MCD = Bureau of Land Management, Miles City Field Office  

 



 
OUTLOOK: 

 
***A RED FLAG WARNING HAS BEEN POSTED IN NORTH AND CENTRAL ARIZONA FOR 
GUSTY SOUTHWEST WINDS, VERY LOW RELATIVE HUMIDITY AND EXTREME FIRE 
DANGER*** 
 
***A FIRE WEATHER WATCH HAS BEEN ISSUED IN SOUTHWESTERN WYOMING AND 
WESTERN COLORADO FOR STRONG SOUTHWEST WINDS, LOW RELATIVE HUMIDITY,    
VERY WARM TEMPERATURES AND ISOLATED DRY THUNDERSTORMS*** 
  
Mostly sunny skies are expected in the Southwest Area. However, a weak weather system moving 
northeast into the Great Basin will bring isolated dry thunderstorms to portions of central and 
western New Mexico. High temperatures will be upper 70's to upper 80's in the mountains and in 
the 90's to near 105 at lower elevations.  Minimum relative humidity will range from 5 to 15 percent 
in Arizona and  New Mexico, and 15 to 30 percent in west Texas.  Winds will be south to southwest 
at 10 to 25 mph with stronger gusts in the Red Flag Warning areas.  
 
An upper level trough approaching the Rocky Mountain Area will interact with moist, unstable air 
bringing isolated, mainly dry thunderstorms to the mountains of Colorado and southern Wyoming.  
In Colorado, high temperatures will be upper 80's to mid 90's at lower elevations and mid 70's to 
mid 80's in the mountains.  Minimum relative humidity in Colorado will range from 7 to 16 percent 
over lower elevations, and 10 to 20 percent in the mountains.  Winds will be southwest, gusting to 
40 mph in northwestern Colorado and southwestern Wyoming, and to 25 mph elsewhere. 
 
Alaska Area can expect scattered afternoon thunderstorms over the eastern interior.  High 
temperatures will be upper 50's and 60's.  Minimum relative humidity will be in the upper 20 and 30 
percent range in the northern interior, and higher south of the Alaska Range and in the west.   
Winds will be west to 10 mph in the northern interior, south to 15 mph south of the Alaska Range 
and gusting to 35 mph in the Anchorage area. 
 
Southern California Area can expect partly cloudy skies with a chance of showers and 
thunderstorms in the mountains.  High temperatures will be in the 60's to low 70's along the coast 
and in the mountains, mid 70's to mid 80's in the valleys, and in the 80's to near 100 in the deserts.  
Minimum relative humidity will range from 10 to 25 percent in the deserts, 30 to 45 percent in the 
mountains and inland, and above 50 percent along the coast.  Winds will be southwest to 
northwest at 15 to 25 mph over the mountains and deserts, and west to southwest at 7 to 15 mph 
along the coast and in the valleys.      
 
Eastern Area can expect mostly sunny skies.  A lingering warm, dry airmass will elevate fire danger 
indices in the northern third of Minnesota until cooler air and lighter winds materialize during the 
afternoon hours.  Warm humid air interacting with a frontal boundary over the mid Mississippi 
Valley will bring a chance of scattered showers and thunderstorms.  A cool front  moving through 
southeast Canada will bring strong west to northwest winds to the New England states.   
 

High pressure over Southern Area, in association with an upper level disturbance in the Gulf of 
Mexico, will bring partly cloudy skies with scattered showers and thundershowers to the Atlantic 
Coast states, and the Gulf Coast states and Florida.  High temperatures will be in the 80's and 

90's.  Minimum relative humidity will be above 35 percent and winds will be variable at 5 to 15 mph. 
 
 



 www.nifc.gov/sixminutes/index_j.asp 
 
 
 

BACKFIRING OR BURNOUT OPERATIONS 
 

Backfiring or burn out operations are often critical operations in the fire management job. If planned 
and executed correctly, they can speed control of a fire and greatly reduce suppression costs. 
Conversely, if done incorrectly, they can endanger personnel, extend control time and increase 
cost. Safety considerations must always be given first priority. No backfiring or burn out action, 
regardless of strategic importance or other critical factors, is worth risking one human life!  
 
Backfiring or burn out operations must not jeopardize the safety of personnel or equipment or 
compromise suppression actions on adjacent portions of the fireline.  
One qualified individual must be responsible for controlling and directing the firing operation.  
 
Before beginning backfiring or burn out operations, assure that: 

· Lookouts are posted.         
· Communications are established with both firing and holding teams.  
· Escape routes and safety zones are established, known to all resources, and will not 
be compromised by the firing operations.  

If it is necessary, and time allows, concentrations of fuel adjacent to and inside the control line 
should be removed. Fuel outside the control line may be removed; concentrations of fuel may be 
scattered, covered with foam or wet down, or treated by ground or aerial retardant applications.  
Critical points such as hooks in the fireline, saddles or canyons may require extra holding forces. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRES AND ACRES YESTERDAY: 
 



AREA BIA BLM FWS NPS ST/OT USFS TOTAL

ALASKA 

FIRES  6  6

ACRES  66,357 66,357

NORTHWEST 

FIRES  1  1

ACRES  0  0

CA-NORTH 

FIRES   0

ACRES   0

CA-SOUTH 

FIRES  18 1 19

ACRES  30 2,500 2,530

NORTHERN 

FIRES   1 1

ACRES   1 1

GB-EAST 

FIRES  1 1 2

ACRES  2 250 252

GB-WEST 

FIRES  1  1

ACRES  0  0

SOUTHWEST 

FIRES 21 1 9 0 31

ACRES 11 0 301 2,200 2,512

ROCKY MTN 

FIRES 1 3 56 6 66

ACRES 0 1 22,900 3 22,904

EASTERN 

FIRES  34 1 35

ACRES  1,150 245 1,395

SOUTHERN 

FIRES  3 156 6 165

ACRES  2,659 1,254 185 4,098

TOTAL 
FIRES 22 5 4 0 280 16 327

ACRES 11 1 2,659 0 91,994 5,384 100,049
***Some data reflects activity for the last 7 days for those units that are on a weekly reporting schedule.*** 

 



 
FIRES AND ACRES YEAR-TO-DATE: 

 

AREA BIA BLM FWS NPS ST/OT USFS TOTAL

ALASKA 

FIRES 1 1 2 246 9 259

ACRES 1 788 7 354,554 13 355,363

NORTHWEST 

FIRES 11 17 1 65 45 139

ACRES 17 109 300 69 261 756

CA-NORTH 

FIRES 20 1 424 58 503

ACRES 14 0 1,122 30 1,166

CA-SOUTH 

FIRES 24 22 3 2 898 173 1,122

ACRES 17 368 13 1 8,979 5,681 15,059

NORTHERN 

FIRE 439 6 13 66 50 574

ACRES 3,534 189 1,353 16,287 889 22,252

GB-EAST 

FIRES 28 56 4 48 27 163

ACRES 96 474 9 461 720 1,760

GB-WEST 
FIRES 4 23 1 5 26 12 71

ACRES 312 355 0 4 23 276 970

SOUTHWEST 

FIRES 576 90 13 25 484 440 1,628

ACRES 12,209 7,001 5,145 120 42,368 142,623 209,466

ROCKY MTN 
FIRES 22 47 12 13 548 103 745

ACRES 480 207 509 513 44,085 14,448 60,242

EASTERN 

FIRES 760 13 16 5,878 272 6,939

ACRES 31,955 1,165 465 38,575 2,983 75,143

SOUTHERN 

FIRES 85 173 38 17,764 614 18,674

ACRES 16,829 127,708 4,773 205,397 18,249 372,956

TOTALS 
FIRES 1,970 261 231 105 26,447 1,803 30,817

ACRES 65,464 8,703 136,981 5,892 711,920 186,173 1,115,133
***Reduction in some agency YTD acres reflects better mapping or reporting adjustments.*** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PRESCRIBED FIRES AND ACRES YESTERDAY: 

 

AREA BIA BLM FWS NPS ST/OT USFS TOTAL

ALASKA 

FIRES    0

ACRES   0

NORTHWEST 

FIRES   4 4

ACRES   216 216

CA-NORTH 

FIRES   0

ACRES   0

CA-SOUTH 

FIRES   0

ACRES   0

NORTHERN 

FIRES  1  1 2

ACRES  443  5 448

GB-EAST 

FIRES   0

ACRES   0

GB-WEST 

FIRES   0

ACRES   0

SOUTHWEST 

FIRES   0

ACRES   0

ROCKY MTN 

FIRES   0

ACRES   0

EASTERN 

FIRES   0

ACRES   0

SOUTHERN 

FIRES   0

ACRES   0

TOTAL 
FIRES 0 1 0 0 0 5 6

ACRES 0 443 0 0 0 221 664
 



 
PRESCRIBED FIRES AND ACRES YEAR-TO-DATE: 

 

AREA BIA BLM FWS NPS ST/OT USFS TOTAL

ALASKA 

FIRES  1   1

ACRES  475  475

NORTHWEST 
FIRES 9 98 20 7 6 280 420

ACRES 3,469 8,586 1,925 197 292 38,449 52,918

CA-NORTH 

FIRES 7 10 8 11  85 121

ACRES 163 487 19,892 231  9,721 30,494

CA-SOUTH 

FIRES 1 2 6 3  97 109

ACRES 70 24 286 32  17,223 17,635

NORTHERN 

FIRES  11 38 5 116 170

ACRES  1,765 4,565 402 14,370 21,102

GB-EAST 

FIRES 1 16 2 8 7 22 56

ACRES 7 1,059 445 2,422 199 15,160 19,292

GB-WEST 

FIRES   4 4

ACRES   171 171

SOUTHWEST 

FIRES 4 13 10  115 142

ACRES 90 12,910 4,722  12,566 30,288

ROCKY MTN 
FIRES 8 18 68 8 21 28 151

ACRES 516 3,029 10,935 2,290 2,170 13,467 32,407

EASTERN 

FIRES 21 206 7 485 138 857

ACRES 8,709 46,438 430 57,483 20,116 133,176

SOUTHERN 

FIRES 59 228 55 73 858 1,273

ACRES 10,951 109,229 58,401 27,529 690,221 896,331

TOTAL 
FIRES 110 168 587 99 597 1,743 3,304

ACRES 23,975 27,860 198,912 64,003 88,075 831,464 1,234,289
***Reduction in some agency YTD acres reflects better mapping or reporting adjustments.*** 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WILDLAND FIRE USE (WFU) FIRES AND ACRES YEAR-TO-DATE: 

 

AREA BIA BLM FWS NPS ST/OT USFS TOTAL

ALASKA 

FIRES    0

ACRES   0

NORTHWEST 

FIRES   0

ACRES   0

CA-NORTH 

FIRES   0

ACRES   0

CA-SOUTH 

FIRES   0

ACRES   0

NORTHERN 

FIRES   0

ACRES   0

GB-EAST 

FIRES   0

ACRES   0

GB-WEST 

FIRES   0

ACRES   0

SOUTHWEST 

FIRES   0

ACRES   0

ROCKY MTN 

FIRES   0

ACRES   0

EASTERN 

FIRES   0

ACRES   0

SOUTHERN 

FIRES  1  1

ACRES  1  1

TOTAL 
FIRES 0 0 0 1 0 0 1

ACRES 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

CANADA FIRES AND HECTARES: 
 

PROVINCES 
FIRES 

YESTERDAY 
HECTARES 

YESTERDAY 
FIRES 

YEAR-TO-DATE 
HECTARES 

YEAR-TO-DATE 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 6 3 305 1,645

YUKON TERRITORY 0 0 17 20

ALBERTA 11 80 252 141,680

NORTHWEST TERRITORY 0 0 2 0

SASKATCHEWAN 19 15,757 328 55,813

MANITOBA 11 807 297 12,970

ONTARIO 7 5 115 824

QUEBEC 2 9 176 471

NEWFOUNDLAND 1 0 37 45

NEW BRUNSWICK 2 0 126 189

NOVA SCOTIA 2 21 108 158

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 0 0 0 0

NATIONAL PARKS 0 0 6 75

TOTALS 61 16,682     1,769 213,890
          
 

RESOURCE STATUS: COMMITTED RESOURCES: 
 

AREA 
CREW 
FED 

CREW 
ST/OT 

ENGS 
FED 

ENGS 
ST/OT 

HELI 
FED 

HELI 
ST/OT 

AIRT 
FED 

AIRT 
ST/OT 

OVRHD 
FED 

OVRHD 
ST/OT 

ALASKA 32 32 12 3 15  105 45

NORTHWEST   1  1 3

CA-NORTH    

CA-SOUTH 10 11 20 58 7 2  16 31

NORTHERN 3  6 1 2  6

GB-EAST 1 1 2 1 1  

GB-WEST    

SOUTHWEST 46 10 38 39 2 16  192 200

ROCKY MTN 3  4 177 1 1  8

EASTERN 2  2 23 2 11 2  10 27

SOUTHERN   2 17 5  61 37



TOTAL 97 54 74 328 21 48 2 0 399 343
 

*** THE NATIONAL INTERAGENCY COORDINATION CENTER *** 
 


